STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY Gavin Newsom

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES
P.O. Box 419064, Rancho Cordova, CA 95741-9064

TO: RECIPIENTS OF THE DCSS 2022-23 GOVERNOR’S BUDGET
ESTIMATE

FROM: MATHEW MACY, Budget Manager
Budget Support Section

DATE: May 13, 2022

SUBJECT: | DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES ESTIMATES

This memorandum transmits the 2022-23 May Revision to the 2022-23 Governor’s
Budget estimates for the Department of Child Support Services (DCSS).

The 2022-23 May revision updates the DCSS local assistance budget for State Fiscal
Years (SFY) 2021-22 and SFY 2022-23. It provides estimates of the administrative
costs for the local child support agencies and a detailed methodology for each estimate.
The total costs for local assistance are estimated to be $904.5 million ($280.8 million
State General Fund (SGF)) for SFY 2021-22 and $964 million ($300.9 million SGF) for
SFY 2022-23. Total distributed child support collections and revenues are projected to
be $2.44 billion ($167.3 million SGF) for SFY 2021-22 and $2.43 billion ($121.4 million
SGF) for SFY 2022-23.

Also included is an Auxiliary Tables section that consists of charts reflecting historical
and projected data on child support collections, federal performance measures, and
State Disbursement Unit transactions. For your convenience, a list of acronyms is
included in the Premise Methodologies section.

The material contained in the May 2022 Revision package will also be available on the
DCSS website: http://www.childsup.ca.gov. Should you have any questions, please
contact the Budget Support Section at (916) 464-5801.
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California Department of Child Support Services 2022-23 May Revision
Administrative Services Division May 13, 2022

Local Child Support Agency Basic Costs

DESCRIPTION:
This premise reflects funding for the Local Child Support Agency (LCSA) basic costs.
KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:

e Authorizing statute: Family Code (FC) Section 17306, FC Section 17704(b),
and FC Section 17710(q).

e IRS Publication 1075 Tax Information Security Guidelines
METHODOLOGY:
Basic Costs:

Basic Costs are the sum of administration, county match for administration and
revenue stabilization. The forecast for Basic Cost is $824,672,000 for State Fiscal Year
(SFY) 2021-22 and $884,344,000 for SFY 2022-23.

Administration:

LCSA administration costs include salaries and benefits of county staff as well as
operating costs. LCSAs are responsible for case intake, court preparation to establish
paternity and support obligations, and the enforcement of support obligations,
including locating absent parents. LCSA administration costs are funded at
$720,403,000 for SFY 2021-22 and $779,503,000 for SFY 2022-23. Funding for
administration is 34 percent State General Fund (SGF) and 66 percent Federal
Financial Participation (FFP) matching funds.

DCSS is requesting an increase of $59.1 million ($20.1 million SGF) beginning in SFY
2022-23 to bring the underfunded LCSAs to parity with the LCSA funding
methodology, which has been updated with the most recent LCSA caseload and
fulltime equivalent (FTE) data.

The purpose of the methodology is to create more equitable funding across all local
agencies, reducing geographic disparities in funding for child support case
management and is not intfended to establish new services or processes. The amount
of funding proposed is based on the staffing costs (average cost per FTE) in each
LCSA, as well as the number of additional FTEs needed by the LCSA.

The 32 LCSAs that would receive the proposed funding augmentation serve families
who experience some of the highest rates of poverty, child poverty and
homelessness in California. The combination of higher poverty rates and limitations
on the availability of child support services because of the lack of adequate funding
for these LCSAs has exacerbated the challenges families face in these counties.
Funding LCSAs will enable underfunded LCSAs to provide more effective case
management services for families who have existing cases, while also helping them
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to begin to reach out to families who do not currently participate in the child support
program.

Federal Performance Basic Incentives:

Federal Performance Basic Incentive funds of $45,534,000 for SFY 2021-22 and
$46,106,000 for SFY 2022-23 are included in LCSA Basic Costs. These numbers reflect
the amount of estimated federal incentive funds available to cover LCSA
administration costs. For details, refer to the Federal Performance Basic Incentives
premise description.

County Match for Administration:

Included in LCSA Basic Costs are county match funds for those LCSAs that elect to
supplement the program with local matching funds. For SFY 2021-22 and SFY 2022-23
the budget is $40,000,000 ($26,400,000 federal funds and $13,600,000 county funds).
Funding for the County Match is 34 percent County General Fund (CGF) and 66
percent FFP matching funds. Counties may supplement their funding by using CGF in
lieu of SGF.

Revenue Stabilization:
SFY 2021-22 includes an on-going augmentation of $18,735,000 for Revenue
Stabilization. For details, refer to the Revenue Stabilization premise description.
CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:

e There is no change.
REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:

e Adds $59.1 million ($20.1 million GF) for the LCSA Funding Methodology
adjustment.

e Adds $572,000 (100% FFP) to the Federal Performance Basic Incentive estimate
based on the most recent data available.
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EXPENDITURES:
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Federal Performance Basic Incentives

DESCRIPTION:

This premise reflects the Federal Performance Basic Incentives. Pursuant to the Child
Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998, the federal incentives passed onto
Local Child Support Agencies (LCSAs) are based on the five performance measures
and Data Reliability Audit compliance. California’s historical performance on the
Federal Performance Measures is displayed in the Auxiliary Tables section of this
document.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:

The federal performance incentive methodology was implemented October 1,1999
and phased in over three years.

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:
e Authorizing statute: Family Code Section 17704, Public Law (PL) 105-200.

e The federal government pays incentives based on PL 105-200 using the
following criteria:

1. The State's Collection Base

The federal incentive methodology gives a weight of “2"” for alll
distributed collections made in current, former and Medicaid assistance
cases and adds Never Assisted collections to make up the state’s
collection base. Federal fiscal year distributed collections were taken
from the Office of Child Support Enforcement Quarterly Report of
Collection reports. The formula is as follows:

2 x (Current Assistance Collections + Former Assistance Collections +
Medicaid Assistance) + Never Assisted Collections + Collections for
Other Countries + Fees Retained by Other States = State’s Collection
Base

The state's incentive amount earned is based on the calculation of each
performance measure level multiplied against the state’s collection
base.

2. Performance Factors

The federal incentive methodology considers program performance in
five areas to determine each performance level:

» Paternity Established (Statewide Paternity Establishment Percentage) =
Out-of-Wedlock Children w/Paternity + Total Out-of-Wedlock
Children, Last Fiscal Year
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» Support Orders Established =
Total Cases w/Support Orders + Total Number of Cases

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS (continued):

o Current Support Collected =
Total Current Support Collected + Total Current Support Owed

(The previous three performance factors may each earn up to a
performance level of 100 percent of the collection base.)

» Cases Paying on Arrears =
Total Cases Paying Arrears + Cases with Total Arrears Due

o Cost-Effectiveness =
Total Collections + Total Expenditures

(The above two performance factors may each earn up to a
performance level of 75 percent of the collection base.)

3. Data Reliability Audit

The five performance measures data that the state reports annually is
required to be complete and reliable through an audit. State data must
meet a 95 percent standard of reliability. Failure to meet the data
reliability standard in a given performance measure by a state would
result in a reduction of federal incentives and the potential issuance of a
performance penalty.

4. The Incentive Base Amount

Each performance level is multiplied by the collection base for each
performance factor which results in an incentive base amount.

5. Comparison with Other States

The estimated maximum base for California is divided by the estimated
maximum base for all states to determine California’s share of the
available federal incentive pool.

6. Determining the State's Incentive Entitlement

California’s percentage of the available pool, as determined in number
five, is multiplied by the available federal incentive pool to determine
California’s entitlement to federal incentives.
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KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS (continued):
7. The Available Federal Incentive Pool

The available pool of federal incentive funds is determined using the
Consumer Price Index. Following are the statutorily set pool amounts for
each Federal Fiscal Year:

Federal Fiscal National Incentive Pool California’s Earned
Year Available Performance Incentives
2014 $547,000,000 $39.,179,540
2015 $556,000,000 $40,765,180
2016 $559,000,000 $41,167,696
2017 $571,000,000 $41,997,177
2018 $583,000,000 $43,247,644

20191 $588,000,000 $43,749,032
20201 $600,000,000 $43,790,868
20211 $609,000,000 $45,533,581
20221 $615,000,000 $46,105,610

1/ FFY 2019 through 2022 are based on the Policy Studies Institute.

METHODOLOGY:

The federal incentives are estimated using the methodology under PL 105-200. Based
on current information available, it is estimated that California will be entitled to
$45,534,000 federal incentives in SFY 2021-22 and $46,106,000 in SFY 2022-23.

FUNDING:
Funding for Federal Performance Basic Incentives is 100 percent federal funds.

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:

There is no change.

15



California Department of Child Support Services 2022-23 May Revision
Administrative Services Division May 13, 2022

REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:

Adds $572,000 (100% FFP) to the Federal Performance Basic Incentive estimate based
on the most recent data available.

EXPENDITURES:
(in thousands)
2021-22 2022-23
LCSA Admin. LCSA Admin.
Federal Performance $45,534 $46,106
Basic Incentives
Federal 45,534 46,106
State 0 0
County 0 0
Reimbursements 0 0
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Parentage Establishment Program (AB 2684)

DESCRIPTION:

This premise reflects the cost of Declarations of Parentage, as required by Family
Code (FC) Section 7570-7577.

The California Paternity Opportunity Program (POP) was established in 1995 to comply
with federal mandate (Title 42 United States Code (USC) 666(a)(5)(C)) that requires
the Child Support Program to operate a simple system to establish paternity, or a
legal determination for fatherhood for unmarried biological parents.

Establishing paternity is a critical first step in providing children with access to key
benefits, such as social security and health insurance. Paternity establisnment is
achieved by either 1) obtaining a court order, or 2) completing a Declaration of
Paternity. The Declaration of Paternity is a legal affidavit that holds the same legall
force and effect as a court order and is offered free of charge by authorized
witnessing agencies.

Chapter 876, Statutes of 2018 (AB 2684) revises the Uniform Parentage Act to ensure
parents and children are treated the same, regardless of whether the children are
born to same-sex or opposite sex couples. This new statute requires DCSS to expand
the current POP to include voluntary declaration of parentage procedures to
unmarried couples, including, but not limited o, unmarried same-sex couples who
have children using assisted reproductive technology. The Office of Child Support
Enforcement (OCSE) defines parentage as, “the legal mother-child relationship and
father-child relationship as determined by the state.”

California began establishing parentage as of January 2020. Two months later, the
state was shut down due to the Covid-19 pandemic. State (and national) pandemic
healthcare procedures severely limited who was allowed inside healthcare facilities
(which disallowed fathers/other parents to attend births). This disrupted the ability for
hospitals/birthing facilities to assist in the paternity/parentage establishment process
(most declarations are completed in the birth setting, so the impact was

great). Because these impacts were realized nationwide, states petitioned HHS for
temporary relief from paternity-specific performance penalties. The Office of Child
Support Enforcement (OCSE) proposed to modify the Paternity Establishment
Percentage (PEP) from the 90 percent performance threshold to 50 percent for
Federal Fiscal Years (FFY) 2020 and 2021 in order for a state to avoid a financial
penalty. OCSE also proposed to provide that adverse findings of data reliability audits
of a state’s paternity establishment data would not result in a financial penalty. Due
to the pandemic DCSS did not see the expected increase in declarations, but sfill
maintained the required 90 percent performance threshold.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:
This premise will be implemented January 1, 2020.
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KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:
e Authorizing statute: FC Section 7570-7577.

METHODOLOGY:

e Chapter 876 increases the number of people eligible to sign a declaration.
Currently, LCSAs receive approximately 150,000 completed declarations
annually from Authorized Witnessing Agencies. Assuming a 15 percent increase
in declarations for parentage, DCSS anticipates an annual increase of 22,500.

e LCSAs are required to pay ten dollars ($10) to birthing hospitals and other
entities for each completed declaration that is filed with DCSS per California
Family Code section 7571.

FUNDING:
e Funding for this premise consists of 34 percent SGF and 66 percent Federal
Financial Participation matching funds.

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:
There is no change.

REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:
There is no change.

EXPENDITURES:

(in thousands)
2021-22 2022-23

LCSA Admin. LCSA Admin.
Total $225 $225
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Local Child Support Agency Revenue Stabilization

DESCRIPTION:

This premise reflects a permanent ongoing augmentation of $18,735,000 ($6,370,000
State General Fund (SGF)) for local child support agencies (LCSAs) to stabilize
caseworker staffing and avoid a potential loss in child support collections.

In order to receive an allocation of revenue stabilization funds, LCSAs were required
to develop and submit early intervention plans including the development of early
intervention strategies that would be ready for implementation by July 1, 2009. Early
intervention provides for a proactive approach to establish consistent and reliable
payments of current support for families by engaging the noncustodial parent early in
the child support process.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:
This premise was implemented July 1, 2009.

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:
e Authorizing statute: Family Code (FC) Section 17555 and FC Section 17710(q).

e The LCSAs were able to retain 186 caseworker staff in SFY 2020-21 with Revenue
Stabilization funding.

e For SFY 2020-21, the marginal return on collections per caseworker for
assistance cases was $138,049.

e For SFY 2020-21, the marginal return on collections per caseworker for non-
assistance cases was $670,345.

METHODOLOGY:

e In SFY 2009-10, the base administration allocation of $696,400,000 was used to
calculate the inflationary increase needed to maintain a full administration
allocation. The Consumer Price Index of 2.7 percent was applied to the base
allocation resulting in an additional $18,735,000 needed to fully fund
administrative activities.

e An analysis of actual collections and caseworker staffing levels was used to
estimate the marginal return on collections per caseworker.

e The 186 caseworkers were multiplied by the marginal return on collections per
assistance case. This quotient was reduced by $635,453 (to account for
disregards) to compute additional net assistance collections of $25,009,702
($11,902,526 SGF) in SFY 2021-22 and SFY 2022-23. The 186 caseworkers were
mulfiplied by the marginal return on collections per non-assistance case to
compute additional non-assistance collections of $124,528,984.
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FUNDING:

e Funding for this premise consists of 34 percent SGF and 66 percent Federal
Financial Participation matching funds.

e Collections for assistance families are retained and serve as recoupment of
public assistance costs. Collections received on behalf of non-assistance
families are forwarded directly to custodial parties.

e The assistance collections are shared based on the Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage and the non-federal sharing ratios. These ratios were
updated to temporarily increase the federal share of recoupment to 56.2%
effective July 2021 through June 2022 based on the public health emergency
due to the Coronavirus pandemic. See Appendix A for the sharing ratios.

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:
There is no change.

REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:
There is no change to expenditures.

EXPENDITURES:
(in thousands)
2021-22 2022-23
LCSA Admin. LCSA Admin.
Total $18,735 $18,735
Federal 12,365 12,365
State 6,370 6,370
County 0 0
Reimbursements 0 0
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COLLECTIONS:
in thousands
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Internal Revenue Service Intercept Fees

DESCRIPTION:
This premise reflects the additional cost for Internal Revenue Service tax intercepfs.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:
This premise was implemented October 1, 2007.

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:
e Authorizing statute: Title IV-D of the Social Security Act and 5 United States
Code § 5514 (A)(a)(i).
METHODOLOGY:

e The federal tax intercepts were forecasted based on the actuals collected in
State Fiscal Year 2020-21, adjusted to remove fees collected due to federal
stimulus payments issued for Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19).

e Based on the September 16, 2021 Federal Offset notice DCL-21-12, the federal
tax intercept fee will be $21.61 per offset, and the administrative fee remains at
$14.83 per offset.

FUNDING:

Funding for this premise consists of 34 percent State General Fund and 66 percent
Federal Financial Participation matching funds.

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:

There is no change.

REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:

There is no change.
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EXPENDITURES:

in thousands
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Deficit Reduction Act - Mandatory Fee

DESCRIPTION:

The Federal Deficit Reduction Act (FDRA) of 2005 requires each state’s office of child
support enforcement to collect a $25 annual fee from families that have never
received Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and have received at least $500 in
child support during the current fiscal year. Fees may be recovered from the
custodial party, the non-custodial parent or the State (using state funds). California
opted to pass the annual fee to the custodial party and began collecting the fee
October 1, 2011. Annually, via the automated child support system, qualifying cases
are assessed the $25 fee. Asrequired by FDRA 2005, 66 percent of the total fees
collected are remitted to the federal government. The remaining 34 percent is
retained by the state.

Effective October 1, 2019, the administrative service fee changed to $35 and the
disbursement threshold to $550.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:
This premise was implemented January 1, 2008.

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:

e Authorizing statute: Public Law 109-171, FDRA of 2005 and Family Code
17208(c).

e California Child Support Automation System, Child Support Enforcement began
tracking fees on October 1, 2010 and started assessing and collecting fees on
October 1, 2011. Custodial parties began paying the fees in State Fiscal
Year 2011-12.

e The federal budget (H.R. 1892) made changes to the FDRA of 2005. DCSS
submitted and the legislature approved trailer bill language to increase the
administrative service fee to $35 and increase the disbursement threshold to
$550, effective October 1, 2019.

METHODOLOGY:

e The number of never-assisted cases assessed the fee is multiplied by $35 to
compute the total fees.

e The total fees to be collected are multiplied by 66 percent to determine the
federal share.
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FUNDING:

These costs represent the 66 percent Federal Financial Participation to be paid from
the State General Fund.

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:
There is no change.
REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:
There is no change.

EXPENDITURES:
(in thousands)

2021-22 2022-23

LCSA Admin. LCSA Admin.

Total $3,733 $3,733

Federal 0 0

State 3.733 3,733

County 0 0

Reimbursements 0 0
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Section 1115 Grant
Procedural Justice Informed Alternative to Contempt

DESCRIPTION:

This premise reflects the Procedural Justice Informed Alternatives to Contempt (PJAC)
Federal grant. The PJAC grant allows states to develop and implement programs
that offer an alternative to contempt by incorporating procedural justice principles
into child support business practices as part of a national demonstration framework.
The goal of the demonstration is to increase reliable child support payment, reduce
potential arrears, avoid contempt proceedings, and improve relationships with the
custodial parent and their child.

Beginning in February 2018, the California PJAC project sites in San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties began the random assignment process for identifying participants
for assignment to the treatment and control groups respectively. Working with the
Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation evaluation/research firm, the sites
have maintained quality control and integrity in the random assignment process.

In October 2019, Riverside and San Bernardino received supplemental grant funding
from OCSE to acquire additional caseworkers. Staffing was increased to manage the
PJAC caseloads for the final 18 months of the grant and to move the cases from
active management status to monitoring status. San Bernardino added two
additional staff and Riverside added two and a half additional staff. The increase in
staffing allowed more cases to be added to the PJAC project. In September 2020,
the funding for these positions was no longer available, therefore, requiring a
reduction in PJAC staff. This impacted case management and increased the
average cases assigned to the remaining staff.

In Year 5 of the grant period, 100% of the enrollment goal was met, 2,300 participants
for both the control and treatment groups. The Federal Performance Measure (FPM) 3
reached 22.9%, with over $3.4 million in PJAC collections at the conclusion of Year 4.
As the PJAC grant finalizes, the focus will be dedicated to close-out and evaluation
of the project, as well as successfully transitioning PJAC cases back into the general
caseloads.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:
This premise was implemented September 30, 2016.

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:

e Authorizing statute: Section 1115(a)(2), 1115(b) and 1115(b)3 of the Social
Security Act [42 United States Code 1315].
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e The grantis effective from September 30, 2016 through September 29, 2021.

e Section 1115 grant funds awarded to each project will represent 34 percent of
the total project costs. The grant funds will be treated as state expenditures
under Title IV-D that, for purposes of the demonstration project, will be
reimbursed by the regular Title IV-D FFP match of 66 percent. The total
approved cost of the project is the sum of the federal Administration for
Children and Families (ACF) grant award under Section 1115 and regular FFP.
Grantees do not need to provide matching funds.

METHODOLOGY:

e The estimate is based on the federal ACF Award letters dated September 30,
2016, and August 28, 2017.

e Funding for SFY 2021-22 is $97,000, which is the last year.
FUNDING:

e The costis funded 66 percent federal matching funds and 34 percent Section
1115 grant funds. No State General Funds are required.

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:
There is no change.

REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:
The grant ends in SFY 2021-22.

EXPENDITURES:
(in thousands)
2021-22 2022-23
CS Administration  CS Administration
Total $97 $0
Federal 97 0
State 0 0

County 0 0
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Section 1115 Grant
Intergovernmental Case Processing Innovation Demonstration

DESCRIPTION:

This premise reflects the Intergovernmental Case Processing Innovation
Demonstration grant. This demonstration grant project will provide new federal
funding to California to make improvements to their existing infergovernmental case
processing procedures and systems. The department has developed and deployed
an interactive, electronic child support order modification & intergovernmental
process. The child support modification process is housed in the department’s public
facing Customer Connect platform and allows customers to submit information
related to theirincome and current circumstances to expedite the review and
adjustment. The intergovernmental solution is housed in the SimpliGov platform and
will feature two of the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) required forms,
the Declaration in Support of Establishing Parentage and the General Testimony. This
workflow will allow Child Support Professionals and customers to complete these
complex intergovernmental forms electronically. The child support modification
process was implemented in June 2020 and the Intergovernmental Solution will be
implemented in the Fall of 2021. DCSS is delivering these innovative solutions to
customers in identified pilot counties and looks to expand and refine implementation
statewide over the coming years. The grant period is October 1, 2019 through
September 30, 2022.

IMPLEMENTATION DATE:
This premise was implemented October 1, 2019.

KEY DATA/ASSUMPTIONS:

e Authorizing statute: Section 1115(a)(2), 1115(b) and 1115(b)3 of the Social
Security Act [42 United States Code 1315].

e The grantis effective from October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2021.

e Section 1115 grant funds awarded to each project will represent 34 percent of
the total project costs. The grant funds will be treated as state expenditures
under Title IV-D that, for purposes of the demonstration project, will be
reimbursed by the regular Title IV-D FFP match of 66 percent. The total
approved cost of the project is the sum of the federal Administration for
Children and Families (ACF) grant award under Section 1115 and regular FFP.
Grantees do not need to provide matching funds.
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METHODOLOGY:

e Funding for SFY 2021-22 is $32,000 Section 1115 grant funds and $63,000 FFP, for a
total of $95,000. SFY 2021-22 is the last year.

FUNDING:

e The program is funded 66 percent federal matching funds and 34 percent
Section 1115 grant funds. No State General Funds are required.

e The total grant award is $500,000 ($170,000 Section 1115 grant funds, and
$330,000 FFP).

CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER ESTIMATE:
There is no change.

REASON FOR YEAR-TO-YEAR CHANGE:
The grant ends in SFY 2021-22.

EXPENDITURES:
(in thousands)
2021-22 2022-23
CS Administration  CS Administration
Total $95 $0
Federal 95 0
State 0 0

County 0 0
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Section 1115 Grant

Charting a Course for Economic Mobility
and Responsible Parenting

DESCRIPTION:

California Child Support program received two awards from this grant, one managed
by DCSS and the other by Sacramento County LCSA, as detailed below:

DCSS’ project titled, “Adding Behavioral Economics and Change Science to Family
Education Programs in California”. In 2015, Los Angeles County Child Support Services
developed a Parental Responsibility Education Program (PREP) to promote
responsible parenthood by identifying the realities, costs, and legal consequences of
parenting and encouraging the formation of healthy relationships and strong, stable
families. While PREP was designed for high school students, this proposal intends to
adapt the PREP curriculum for community college students, while incorporating best
practices from behavioral economics to enhance the ability of young adults to focus
on the legal and financial responsibilities and realities that accompany childbirth and
childrearing. Grant monies will fund new research to elicit the social, cultural,
emotional, and cognitive factors in this population that will increase the efficacy of
the PREP program and provide building blocks to update the curriculum,
incorporating behavioral economics to create an environment that will “nudge”
students toward decisions that will support their educational goals.

Sacramento County LCSA's project titled, “My Empowerment (M.E.) Project, My Life,
My Journey, My Choices,” will target youth who are at higher risk of adolescent or
young adult pregnancy and educate them about the financial, legal, and emotional
responsibilities of parenthood. DCSS will leverage its financial and legal expertise
assistance, and work with community partners to provide education and supports for
youth to have access to informed decision making on success sequencing, which
refers to a series of milestones in life that help young adults achieve self-sufficiency
and avoid living in poverty. Specifically, the program will focus on a subpopulation of
Black and Hispanic youth, ages 13 to 19, who have the highest instances of
adolescent birth in Sacr